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MEMORANDUM

	To:
	Community Rugby   FILLIN "Who is this memo to?" \* MERGEFORMAT 
	From:
	Ross Baxter

	Cc:
	RFU Funding & Facilities
	
	

	Date:
	8th April 2009 
	Extension:
	07764960405

	

	Subject:
	Sport England Small Grants Scheme

Awards for All

Sportsmatch  FILLIN "What is the subject of this memo?"  \* Upper \* Charformat \*MERGEFORMAT 


Sport England Small Grants Scheme – Launched 1 April 2009 

Following the launch of the Sport England Small Grants Scheme the RFU can confirm the following details;

As a result of the success of the Awards for All Fund administered by the BIG Lottery Fund Sport England has launched its own dedicated small grants scheme with an annual budget of £7 million. 

The small grants programme is eligible to sports clubs, voluntary and community organisations, local authorities and education establishments. Applications can be for between £300 - £10,000 for revenue or small scale capital projects up to 12 months in duration, with a total project cost of not more than £50,000 and with a clear sporting outcome. 
Examples may include coach education and qualifications, training equipment, volunteer development, coaching programmes (not within curriculum time), starting new teams or leagues. Eligible outcomes are defined by Sport England’s Strategy 2009-11 and will follow the Grow and Sustain themes targeting both adult and junior sport;

· Grow – Increase regular participation in sport by 200,000 adults per annum, a major contribution to the delivery if the 5-hour sport offer engaging more 5-19 year olds in sport

· Sustain – A reduction in the post-16 drop off in at least five sports by 2012-3, A quantifiable increase in satisfaction
The scheme offers an online application form with a quick turnaround for project specific costs (6 weeks). Applications can be received at any time with no cut off dates for panel assessments. 
Sport England will make an assessment based on the organisation applying being fit for purpose, by providing a constitution/one set of accounts/copies of last three bank statements, a clear project delivery plan and budget and finally evidence of need. This evidence of need can be supplied through the project gaining NGB support with the project working towards the RFU’s Whole Sport Plan objectives or support from the Local Authority. 
http://funding.sportengland.org/
Information Line 08458508508

Awards for All

In line with the launch of Sport England’s Small Grants Scheme Awards for All, which supplies grants for between £300 and £10,000, has made a number of changes;

Projects must help to achieve  more than one of the Big Lottery Fund’s national outcomes;

· People having better chances in life with better access to training and development to improve their life skills
· Stronger Communities with more active citizens working together to tackle their problems
· Improve rural and urban environments which communities are better able to access and enjoy
· Healthier and more active people and communities

In assessing whether to apply to Awards for All clubs and other organisations need to consider will the main purpose of the project help to achieve one of the four Awards for All outcomes or is the main purpose to support sport. If the objective is sport then the Sport England Small Grants scheme is more appropriate. 

Other changes to the Awards for All scheme include;

Within 30 working days of receiving an application BIG will let you know their decision. There is no need to send documents such as accounts and bank statements with applications, no signatures needed on forms, if BIG wants to fund the application it will make a conditional grant offer based on the organisation providing signatures, bank statements and other relevant documents needed within 20 working days. They will then confirm the grant within 10 working days and the organisation has one year to complete the project. 
Eligible applicants include voluntary and community organisations, schools, parish or town councils and health bodies. Awards will not be made for retrospective applications. 
Awards for All will pay for equipment purchase, building and refurbishment work (below £25,000 including VAT) where applicants have security of tenure that cannot be bought to an end within 5 years, sessional staff, transport costs, volunteer expenses, training, updating premises for health and safety reasons.

BIG will score applications with emphasis being given to projects that show strong evidence if need, meet more than one of BIG’s outcomes, are from groups that have never received an Awards for All grant, are from groups with a small annual income. 
www.awardsforall.org.uk
Big Advice Line 08454102030

Sportsmatch

With an annual budget of £3 million the Sport England Sportsmatch programme aims to increase investment in community sport, that increases participation, by matching sponsorship money pound for pound at a grass roots level for a maximum of 3 years (funding will be graduated downwards by 50% of the original investment each year) Eligible new sponsorship can come from the following;
Commercial/business organisations (between one and five)
Charitable Trusts and charities (between one and five)

Private donors (between one and five with each donor contributing over £1000)

Sponsorship in-kind is eligible and relates to where the sponsor provides equipment or objects with a definable monetary value to the organisation instead of investing cash. 

Eligible applications can be made for new projects for a minimum of £1000 and a maximum of £100,000 and can be made by sports clubs and schools (minimum of £500). Applications must;

· Impact on one or more of Sport England’s outcomes of growing participation, sustaining participation or improving talent development to help more people from all background excel. 
· Priority will be given to projects that address the ‘grow’ and ‘sustain’ outcomes of Sport England’s strategy and which target women and girls, black and thnic minority groups and disability groups. 
· Any projects targeting under 16 participation need to contribute to the ‘grow’ outcome and have strong links to schools to support the delivery of five hours quality sports provision to U16s per week and is only eligible for support for out of curriculum hours activity. 
Sportsmacth will not fund events taking place overseas, large capital projects involving construction or refurbishment (Sportsmatch may consider small capital projects of under £25,000 on a case by case basis and more directed towards fixed sporting equipment ), retrospective applications or ongoing running costs. 

The application should show evidence of thorough planning that addresses such issues as the number of people involved in the project, links to schools and clubs, timescales, locations, outcomes of the project, how the project will be delivered and a budget that details the costs of every aspect of the project. Clubs who have a club development plan should include the document with the application along with letters of support from the RFU, local authority, community groups and local authority. The applicant will also need to provide;

· A copy of latest accounts and constitution
· Child Protection Policy and Seal of Approval Certificate
· Coaching Qualifications of coaches in the project

· Copies of last three bank accounts

On line applications should be submitted at least 12 weeks before the project starts. The Sportsmatch awards panel meets to consider awards approximately every eight weeks. Applicants must spend all funding awarded and deliver the entire Sportsmatch element of the project in the same funding year by 31 March. 
http://funding.sportengland.org/
Sportsmatch@sportengland.org 

Telephone 08458508508

Sportsmatch 

Sport England

2 Loughborough Park

Oakwood Drive

Loughborough

LE11 3QF
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