Eccleshall RUFC & GO PLAY RUGBY

Eccleshall RUFC got very involved in the Go Play campaign hosting two major events and spending a great amount of time and energy recruiting players of all ages and both sexes. 

We formed a specific committee whose members were drawn from all areas of the club so to ensure that all were involved. The committee met on at least 5 occasions both in the lead up and during the RWC. 

We decided to host 2 separate events and to undertake a publicity campaign / recruitment drive. 

The first event was an old players / supporters reunion which coincided with the South Africa group match. Over 70 current and former members / supporters attended enjoying food and the match at a local pub. 

The second event was a "Go Play day" on October 6th 2007. This event was planned to coincide with the RWC Quarter final. 

The day had 3 constituent parts: - 

1. An introduction or reintroduction to rugby, where our mini section were encouraged to bring adults with them to take part in a fun but structured training session. The training session involved both the junior members and the adults they brought with them, mainly mums and dads. 
 

2. We also had a vice presidents and sponsors dinner both of which were themed around the "Go play" event. 
3. Eccleshall's league game against Bloxwich and the England V Australia quarter - final.

The event was a great success and has acted as a catalyst for greater involvement by some parents in the club as well as recruiting new players.  

 

We worked closely with local schools to promote the day and rugby in general. We handed out most of the flyers and displayed many of the posters as well as hanging the banner from a local pub for the duration of the RWC. 
 

Exact numbers are difficult to be specific. Certainly in terms of ladies we have recruited since September about 5 players, men's wise those players detailed on the spread sheet would be correct, although we still getting a few new faces turning up. The junior section has also had an influx of players since the RWC and the Go Play events 
 

We have committed to a process of ongoing recruitment and have used the resources given by the RFU in such a way that we can use them all year round. 
