
Course 
Title/Qualification: 

Continuous Referee Development Award - CRDA  

To be delivered by:  By Society Training Officers (STOs) to Society 
match officials 

 By Club Referee Developers (CRefDs) to club, 
school or student referees  

Materials available: Delegate Workbook, Tutor Guide, PowerPoint 
slides, CD ROM, DVD  

Recommended 
duration: 

The delivery of each module lasts between 2 – 3 
hours 

Cost: No cost to Society referees.  Club, school and 
student referees - £5 per module  

Necessary pre-course 
qualification: 

Some refereeing experience is necessary 

Progress route to next 
qualification: 

For Society referees, successful work on this 
course and refereeing experience can lead to the 
Extended Referee Development Award - ERDA 
(Level 3) 

Brief description of course structure and learning style/delivery 
methodology: 
The Modules are:  

1. Laws & Principles of Refereeing  
2. Match Preparation & PRDP  
3. Understanding the Game  
4. Communication & Management  
5. Scrum  
6. Lineout  
7. Maul  
8. Tackle/Ruck  
9. Advantage  
10. Practical Refereeing  
11. Assistant Referee 
12. Discipline 
13. Feedback and the Debrief 1& 2 
14. Advantage 
15. Managing captains and coaches 
16. Law 10 Case Studies 
17. Communication Scripts 
18. Refereeing Women’s Rugby 
19. How to do CRDA differently 

 
The course has a modular approach designed to supplement the training 
programme of Referee Societies. There are opportunities for syndicate and 
individual work – depending upon the needs of the delegates. Some of the 
modules can be completed by distance learning; suitability of candidates is 
determined by the Society. 
 
National contact person: 
(email address) 

Andy Melrose – Training & Education 
Officer andymelrose@rfu.com 
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