
Pathways’ for Officiating in Rugby Football 

Course Title/Qualification: Entry Level Referee Award - ELRA 

Replaces previous course (if applicable): National Foundation 

Date course is available from: Currently available 

To be delivered by: Referee Trainers 

Materials available: Delegate booklet 
Laws of the Game Book 
Instant Rugby 

Recommended duration: 2 days or 4 half days 

Cost: £50 per candidate 

Necessary pre-course qualification: None 

Progress route to next qualification: The next level Course is the CRDA – 
Continuous Referee Development Award - a 
modular course available to both Society 
Referees and Non Society Referees 

Brief description of course structure and learning style/delivery methodology: 
 
There are theoretical and assessment activities in the course.  Ideally the laws applying to the 
different phases of the game are delivered in a practical manner and this is reinforced through 
classroom presentation of the key learning points. 
 
 
Stage 1  50% practical – main classroom activities are: 
  Attitudes; Contextual Judgement; Materiality and Health and Safety 
  Assessment – examination 
 
Stage 2  50% practical – main classroom activities are: 
  Child Protection; Identification of Problems and Management 
  Assessment – practical 
 
Stage 3  No course.  Candidates referee 5 matches – one to be observed by Referee 
  Society member, candidate completes a self reflection log which is the  
  assessment. 
 
There is ample opportunity to present the course to cater for different learning styles. 
 
National contact person: 
(email address) 

Andy Melrose – Training & Education Officer 
andymelrose@rfu.com 

 


