RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION
DISCIPLINARY HEARING
At:

Holiday Inn, Brighouse, West Yorkshire

On:

Monday, 12th October 2009

Judgment

Player:

ADAM KETTLE

Match :

Doncaster v Nottingham

Venue:

Doncaster

Date of Match:

3rd October 2009

Panel:

Antony Davies (Chairman), David MacInnes and Peter Rhodes
(“the Panel”)

Secretary:

Liam McTiernan (RFU Disciplinary Department)

In attendance:

Adam Kettle (“the Player”)
John Lowe (Doncaster RFC)

Attending as
Observer:

Club: Doncaster RFC

Tony Simpson (RFU Communications Manager, North)

Decision

1.

The Panel found the Player guilty on his own admission of an act contrary to

good sportsmanship, contrary to Law 10(4)(l), namely that on 3rd October 2009 he
received two yellow cards (one technical/one foul) during the match Doncaster v
Nottingham. The Panel determined that the sending off was sufficient.

Preliminaries

2.

There was no objection to the composition of the Panel.

3.

The Panel concerned itself with the caution given for foul play, namely a punch

or strike contrary to Law 10(4)(a) as being the more serious of the yellow card offences
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The Facts

4.

The caution report recorded as follows :

“As a maul drove forwards D6 made contact with a Nottingham player driving
him away from the maul into the ground. As he was getting to his feet, I clearly
saw D6 throw a clenched fist into the upper body area of the N player. I was the
opposite side of the field to the incident and unable to see where the punch made
contact due to the body angle of the players. I reported the incident to the
Referee and a second yellow card was awarded to D6. The N player received
medical attention and continued to play on.”

The Player’s Case

5.

The Player agreed with the caution report description, which he supplemented by

clarifying that he had tackled the ball carrier, who unknown to him had offloaded the
ball. The contact had therefore been longer than the ball carrier seemed to deem
necessary and a scuffle started on the floor with his opponent punching him a couple of
times. He retaliated by punching once, his fist connecting with the shoulder of the
opponent. He confirmed that the opponent did receive medical attention, but this was
for an injury caused by the tackle as the players came to ground and not as a result of the
strike.
Entry Point

6.

The Panel noted that there was one punch only and this was to the body. The

incident was seen from the far side of the field by the Assistant Referee and the Player
was entitled to the benefit of the doubt when he stated that he had acted in retaliation,
and the punch caused no injury. The Panel characterised the offending as at the lower
end of the scale and, in accordance with Disciplinary Regulation Appendix 2, the
appropriate entry point is sending off sufficient and the Panel so determines.

Costs

7.

Costs assessed at £200.00 are ordered to be paid by the Player/his Club.
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Right of Appeal

8.

The Player was advised of his right of appeal as set out in Disciplinary

Regulation 11.

Antony Davies
Antony Davies,
Chairman
15th October 2009
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