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Nations Cup – The senior England squad are Canada bound this August to compete in the Nations Cup. Gary Street’s side will be looking to retain their title which they won in convincing form last year. This time around France join England, Canada and the USA in the Toronto tournament. Keep an eye on rfu.com/women for the latest squad news updates and fixtures.

Under 20s Nations Cup – England’s Under 20s will also be in Nations Cup action in July with the tournament this year being held at Brunel University. Giselle Mather’s side are also the reigning champions and this year they’ll face stiff competition from Wales, Canada and the USA. Again keep up to date with the latest Under 20s news on rfu.com.
European 7s – England will be sending a team to the European 7s in Hanover, Germany in July. The team will be coached by former England international Susie Appleby and RFUW Coach & Club Officer Barry Maddocks. Team news and fixtures will soon be available on rfu.com/women. This will be England’s first sevens tournament since reaching the quarter finals of the IRB Rugby World Cup 7s in March.
RFUW Staff – Two new Regional Development Managers have joined the RFUW this year. James Fisher, who is charged with the London North & London South area, previously worked for the Police. He played rugby until he suffered a neck injury and has since moved into coaching and refereeing. Joanna Hawley is the South West’s WRDM and she joined the RFUW from Buckinghamshire County Council. Jo is based out of Taunton school, plays hockey and is also involved with London Wasps. James and Joanna join Claire Cooper, Claire Antcliffe and Vicki Putson who work under David Rose, Head of Development.

RFU Grand Draw - 41 women and girls clubs took part in the RFU Grand Draw this year, and between them raised £10,110 for their own clubs just by selling the grand draw tickets. Overall clubs nationwide raised nearly £400,000. There were also some lucky winners, who pocketed prizes ranging from £10,000 cash to Twickenham hospitality packages and watching the England squad train.  Keep an eye on the RFU/W website to make sure you enter next season.
Club Affiliation – Enclosed in this newsletter are your relevant affiliation forms for the new season. Please read these forms thoroughly, complete them and ensure that they are returned to the RFUW by the stated deadlines.

RFU/RFUW Handbook – For the first time the RFUW rules and regulations will be included in the RFU handbook. A copy of the handbook will be posted to you instead of a separate RFUW handbook before the start of the new season.  All information will also be on our website for reference.

RWC Legacy Project Officers - The RFUW are currently recruiting ten volunteer Legacy Project Officers to assist us with promoting the World Cup around the country. These volunteers will each run three projects based around the themes of More Players, More Volunteers, More Competition or More Sustainable Clubs. There will be lots of support from RFUW staff and from key volunteers in the regions. There will be a training day held on the 5th September in Daventry. If you are interested in applying for this role, or would like any further information, please contact Holly Hart at hollyhart@rfu.com. 

Free NVQ courses - We currently have spaces on eight NVQ courses available free of charge to volunteers. These courses are workplace based, and can be carried out in conjunction with an RFUW or club rugby volunteer role, and any other place of work. The courses are available to everyone, regardless of previous levels of qualification. We currently have spaces on; Customer Service Level 2, Customer Service Level 3, Business Admin Level 2, Business Admin Level 3, IT Level 2, IT Level 3, Team Leadership Level 2 and Management Skills Level 3. If you would like to sign up for any of these courses, or would like some more information, please contact Holly Hart at hollyhart@rfu.com. 

RWC Volunteers - Remember we are now asking people to register their interest in volunteering at the Women’s Rugby World Cup in 2010. If you are interested in volunteering, but haven’t yet completed the form, please visit www.rfu.com/women and click on the World Cup logo.
North/South Senior & U18 High Performance Academies (HPA) - In July and August this year the RFUW will be running Under 18s and Senior HPAs. In the North the U18s HPA will be on July 11th & 12th at Pocklington School. In the South the U18s HPA will take place on the same weekend at Wellington College. Approximately 50 players selected and invited following the completion of the Regional Programme will attend each regional HPA and 50 of these players will then be invited to a three day camp at the end of July with a view to be selected into the Talent Development Group (TDG). The North Senior HPA will be held at Ashville College in Harrogate on August 22nd & 23rd and the South HPA will take place, again on the same date, at Wellington College. As with the U18s programme players are selected following their completion of the Senior Regional Programme.  Following the senior HPAs players will be selected to play in the Super 4s competition in September/October. The HPAs will be coached by RFUW staff and a variety of top level coaches covering all aspects of the game. For information on the North U18s HPA contact Rob Thomson on robertthomson@rfu.com or for the North senior HPA contact Andy Paton at andypaton@rfu.com. For information on the South HPA U18s contact Simon Burgess at Simonburgess@rfu.com and for the Senior HPAs contact Maggie Alphonsi on margaretAlphonsi@rfu.com. 

Clubs’ Toolkit Funding - The RFUW is pleased to announce that £7,500 of Club Development Toolkit Funding is available to Women and Girls Sections for the second season running.  See attached for the criteria and note that the application process opens on FRIDAY 19th JUNE and closes on FRIDAY 3rd JULY. The Application Form is available on www.rfu.com/women. 
Women’s World Cup 2010 – Enclosed is a copy of a poster advertising the Women’s World Cup due to take place in the South West London area in September 2010. Please can you display this poster on your club notice board so we can start to raise awareness about the tournament and the dates. Thank you.
Rosie Williams

Managing Director 
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