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YOUN G REFS 
TAK E CHAR GE
SEVEN YOUNG REFEREES from 
the London Society Academy whistled 
at the HSBC Rosslyn Park National 
Schools 7s in April. Aged between 14 
and 19, they took charge of matches 
throughout the tournament, which saw 
more than 7,000 under-13 to under-18 
players from more than 500 schools and 
colleges playing.

Coached and mentored by senior 
members of the London Society, they 
all helped make the competition a 
great success.  Ed Turnill, the Referee 
Development Manager for London, 
said: “This was a great opportunity 
to increase their experience of rugby 
and they all rose to the challenge well, 
refereeing with great composure.”

The six young men and one young 
woman received encouraging 
feedback from their peers, tournament 
organisers and competing schools. 
It’s hoped that the players at the event 
might consider taking up the whistle 
having seen the young referees on duty.

To �nd out more about refereeing visit  
www.rfu.com/takingpart/referee or  
www.londonrugby.com

RICH M ON D 
LA DIES CROWNE D 
PREM IERSHIP  
CHA MPION S
RICHMOND LADIES were crowned RFUW 
Premiership champions for the second successive 
season.The London club won 1 3 of their 14 
Premiership clashes, losing their only match in their 
last outing of the season against Lichfield.  

Richmond, who boast an array of international stars 
including England’s Becky Essex, Rachael Burford and 
Rowena Burn�eld, clinched the title ahead of Wasps who 
were 11 points adrift after the �nal rounds of games. 
Meanwhile Lich�eld’s surprise 5-33 victory elevated 
them to a third place �nish in the table.

Richmond Head Coach Karen Findlay said: “This 
has been a great season – we didn’t want to be one hit 
wonders! And it has been tough because we were coming 
into the season on the back of the Women’s Rugby World 
Cup and we had a lot of injuries from that.

“However, the squad have done a fantastic job. All the 
players have really stood up and I couldn’t have asked 
for more from them. The women’s premiership is at a 
fantastic level now and every weekend has been really 
tough, so for us to win the title for a second season is a 
real testament to this squad.”

At the other end of the Premiership Old Albanians 
fought off Bath Ladies in the RFUW Premiership play-
off match. Bath were hoping to take the next step up 
the league ladder after winning the North versus South 
Championship 1 clash but they were unable to topple 
Old Albanians who triumphed 22-7.

NEW AG E 
BAN D FOR 
GIRL S RUGBY
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Club referee co-ordinator Jason 
Hunter receiving the Trophy


